
The Road to Success
Doctor of Veterinary Science, Sheikh Majid Sultan Khalid Al Qassimi has embarked on a challenging 

journey to enforce positive change to the environment and wildlife at Al Ain Zoo and 
across the United Arab Emirates
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Something of a maverick, Dr Majid Al Qassimi 
has never felt the need to conform to the 
expectations of others. Growing up in a 
multicultural household, he was exposed to 
different lifestyles, cultures and beliefs. When 
he realised that to achieve what he really 
wanted in life he would have to work for it, Al 
Qassimi started to apply himself at school 
and consequently won the award for Most 
Improved Student two years in succession. 
Thus his passion for education was born. 

One of only four Emirati vets in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Al Qassimi oversees the 
veterinary department as deputy manager 
at Al Ain Zoo, located approximately 160 
km east of Abu Dhabi and 120 km south of 
Dubai. The zoo, founded in 1968 by the late 
Sheikh Zayed, has evolved from a belief that 
species should be conserved and with his 
foresight it is now a fully fledged zoo, that 
works in partnership with San Diago. 

Hosting a variety of exhibits showcasing 
over 4,000 animals the Al Ain Zoo is one of 
the only centres in the UAE that is building a 
reputation for excellence and leadership in the 
international conservation community through 
saving endangered species and their habitats.  

Al Qassimi reflects: ‘It wasn’t a love 

of animals that motivated me, but a love 
of biology and working with nature. 

'Dr Ulrich Wernery, director of the Central 
Veterinary Research Laboratory (CVRL) in 
Dubai, was the person who really motivated 
me,' he continued. 'He took me under his wing 
for two months and showed me everything 
I could learn about animals and life. It’s 
because of him that I was inspired to study. 

‘I was keen to work in the field of science 
and I looked into a number of options, but it 
was veterinary medicine that would give me 
the breadth and depth of knowledge to allow 
me to be flexible in my career.’ Al Qassimi 
chose to study at the Saint Istvan University 
of Veterinary Medicine in Budapest, one 
of the oldest vet schools in Europe, where 
he was taught in English and used the 
opportunity to speak German with other 
students also learnt some Hungarian. 

Working at the zoo, Al Qassimi says, ‘is 
the coolest job in the world. Everyday is a 
challenge and no two days are the same. I 
start at 7.30 in the morning when my team 
and I meet to discuss cases and divide them 
up between us. I could be vaccinating a herd 
of animals with my team, or checking on 
some snakes with respiratory problems. In 

the afternoon I might be at my desk writing 
up protocols for disease control or meeting 
with different departments to discuss new 
strategies and scheduling vaccinations for 
different groups of animals. I enjoy the fact 
that I spend most of my time out and about.’ 

For a man who is, by his own admission, 
immensely ambitious and a natural leader 
- this job is ideal for him. A lover of the 
outdoors and nature, Al Qassimi enjoys 
the unpredictability and variety of each 
working day and as a natural sportsman, he 
thrives on the physical aspect of the job. 

The nature of his work means reliable 
transport is integral to ensuring his day runs 
smoothly. ‘I spend time in my car, both in the 
field and on the road. Like any other tool I 
use, practicality is of the utmost importance. 
I could be described as a ‘jack-of-all-trades’. 
In one day I am doing so many different things 
that I have many different requirements in 
a car. The need for versatility is an integral 
part of my nature. There are only 24 hours 
in a day and when I have field work at the 
zoo, then have to race back to a gig and 
afterwards meet my family for dinner at a 
restaurant, I need efficiency in all aspects 
that will make every hour of the day count. 
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‘My car needs to do its job well and be 
comfortable. Quality endures; to put a car 
through its paces, to push the envelope and 
expect it to meet all my requirements, this 
is how I judge quality, not just in the build 
materials.’ With its permanent all-wheel 
drive, the new Mercedes M-Class provides 
excellent safety on both sand and tarmac, 
making it an ideal car for Al Qassimi.

‘Luxury is not about excess, it is about 
making life easier. I see it as a way to facilitate 
productivity. It is being able to focus on what 
is important and not having to worry about the 
small things. Mercedes is synonymous with 
quality, class and reliability. Both design and 
function are important to me. Function is the 
primary task – I would use something based on 
how it functions, but I also appreciate design. 
This usually enhances the function – or at least 
makes it more pleasing to use, which means 
that I’m likely to want to use it more often.’ 
The sports styling of this new generation of 
Mercedes SUV is instantly recognisable by 
its characteristic body design suggesting a 
combination of luxury and sophistication.

Additionally, the M-Class provides the 
perfect combination of practicality, space 
and versatility. ‘When I’m doing field work,’ 
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Al Qassimi explains, ‘I have to travel across 
rugged terrain with all sorts, from meds to 
darts, stretchers and capture equipment. 
There’ll also be one or two members of my 
team with me - I need space in my car.‘ The 
M-Class is cavernous - with elbow room in 
the front and rear and plenty of adaptable 
storage space. Additionally the seats fold 
to create an even larger compartment in 
the back to accommodate all Al Qassimi’s 
bulky professional work equipment. 

The M-Class’s performance matches its 
sophistication. Seats have been designed 
to offer high long-distance comfort and 
the vehicle has excellent fuel economy, 
considering Al Qassimi’s daily commute 
of three hours round trip, door to door, 
is a necessity rather than a luxury. 

A car that combines luxury with comfort, 
safety with economy, and spaciousness 
with versatility suits Al Qassimi’s personality 
perfectly. ‘Friends would say I’m the same 
person they’ve always known. Kind and 
genuine; I prefer to dispense with too much 
formality, I like people to feel at ease.’ 

Articulate about what he believes in, Al 
Qassimi’s outlook on life is positive and 
full of expectation. ‘I feel like I am always 

an ambassador for my country – there are 
no off days,’ he emphasises, ‘and my family 
and loved ones are very important to me.’ 

In his leisure time he enjoys discussing 
the future with his brothers and close friends. 
Remaining down to earth and easy-going, 
he balances his work life with a love of sport 
and music. A member of Al Ain’s rugby team 
he also coaches the under-eights at the club, 
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spends time at the beach and for the past 
thirteen years has played drums in his band. 
Combining his work and personal life, its 
important for Al Qassimi to have a car that is 
flexible and adaptable for his activities after 
work. ‘My six-piece drum kit with large drums, 
stands and cymbals is not an easy instrument 
to enjoy when you’re on the move,’ he laughs.

A passion for the environment and 
conserving natural resources is reflected 
in the way Al Qassimi leads his life. The 
M-Class with BlueEFFICIENCY technology 
reducing emissions is the perfect car for him. 
A nature man, who thrives on unpredictability, 
he is not content to rest on his laurels. 

‘I am a big-picture person. If you ask 
me where I see myself in ten years, I’d like 
to be working on international projects; 
outreach programmes that involve research, 
education and conservation. I want to be 
perceived as the ‘go-to’ guy for anything 
to do with scientific projects. I hope to be 
involved in the knowledge economy and in the 
development of the UAE’s human capital.’  

He is already heavily involved in raising 
awareness on the issues of endangered 
animals and the environment and is a keen 
advocator of education, believing that 

knowledge and transparency are the vital 
foundations for the next generation of Emiratis. 
‘I am optimistic. I always look at the possibilities 
of the future and whilst I’m a dreamer, I 
think it’s important to look at everything on 
a larger scale. To achieve something in life 
you have to really want it. The expression - 
you can take a horse to water but you can’t 
make it drink - is absolutely true. It’s all about 
taking responsibility for your actions.’ 

Al Qassimi is equally contented with all 
aspects of his life. 'The best part of my job 
is the combination of animals and people. 
I can’t think of anything I don’t like about 
my work. And when I’m not at work I’m 
happiest with close friends and family. 

'I visit Germany every summer to be 
with the other side of my family and enjoy 
everything this country has to offer  – quality, 
efficiency and good food – especially 
Grandma’s cooking! But I am very adaptable; 
I could be in London, in the middle of the 
city, or in Kenya in the deepest bush. 

' At the end of the day, I’m equally 
comfortable wherever I am. The M-Class 
is a good candidate for me as it combines 
the comfort of a sedan and the functionality 
of an SUV - this attracts me.’


