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Of course we want to go out of our way to
accommodate ourguests and make them
feel welcome. But what happens when
our best intentions backfire? Pauline
Redding, has lived in Dubai with her
family for 16 years. Her tale is a warning
to us all when our generosity of spirit
overtakes good sense. "I was working in a
hotel and befriended a very attractive
young woman called Laura who was in
her 30s. She was working in the spa and
was often with one of the young personal
trainers, Mark. They fell in love, got
engaged and went offto meet his parents
in South Africa. It would be an under-
statement to say that his mother did not
warm to Laura. Almost immediately
Mark returned to Dubai alone and Laura
went home to Australia.

"Some weeks later, Laura wrote to me
saying she was comingbackto Dubai to
get back together with Mark," explains
Pauline. "She asked if she could come and
stay with us for a night as she couldn't get
a room at the hotel. Ofcourse I said she
could. The thingwas, she moved into our
guest room with two enormous

56 GooD HousEKEEPtNG December 2orl

suitcases. I should have realised then
that she was going to be staying longer
than one night!"

It seemed that Mark had no idea that
Laura was back in Dubai and certainly
had no intention of getting back together
with her. When Laura discovered this she
became very distressed and her behav-
iour turned so erratic that Pauline and
her family made all sorts of excuses not
to be in the house at the same time. After
three weeks, Pauline was at her wits end.
"We kept asking her when she was going
to move out, but she refused to engage in
any sort ofconversation about leaving.
It got to the point where finally I just
booked her flights home myself. I had
to pretend that we had other visitors
coming to stay the next day and we
needed the spare room back. It was all
extremely uncomfortable."

In this case, when you don't know your
visitors well (or just don't really want
them to stay for too long), Clare suggests
inviting them to stay with you for a night
or so, and then recommending a hotel or
apartment where they can enjoy the rest
oftheir stay. "Or you couldjust say that

%

you can't offer a bed at all this time, due
to commitments" Claire suggests. "But
tell them you'd love to get together once
they've had time to find their feet and to
give you a call when they're settled."

The key to being happy with guests in our
home is to make sure it remains a place
where we can always be ourselves,
regardless of the extrabodies. If you Iike
watching The X Factor with a face mask
on whilst eating spaghetti bolognaise
straight from the fridge, then do it. We do
feel pressurised to have everything Just
so'for our guests, but as Dubai resident
Charlotte Poultney, mother of two very
young children admits, "When we have
guests, I hope the kids will behave and
guests won't think we're a bucketful of
crazy.I cope with it by not apologising."

Clare suggests that in order to avoid
awkward situations, we are honest with
guests about how we operate. "It's
normal to feel overwhelmed having a
house full of people-whether they're
close friends or family. Make it clear that
you want them to have an amazing time,
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