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ترحيب

Good design shapes the age we live in. Now in 

its second year, Design Days Dubai has quickly 

established itself as a perennial event in the 

international design calendar.

This year, Brownbook is thrilled to see a diverse 

wealth of regional talent on display, who will be 

joined by leading designers from across the globe for 

an unparalleled four-day celebration of fine design.

For the second consecutive year, Van Cleef & 

Arpels, a house known for its commitment to fine 

craftsmanship and boundary pushing designs, will be 

exhibiting a glittering selection from its archive as 

part of Design Days Dubai.

This year Brownbook has partnered with Van Cleef & 

Arpels to present our Design Journal, a publication 

that brings together the designers we feel are 

making a mark, and the products that define our 

everyday lives. 



mischer'traxler
Sideboard. Collection: Gradient Mashrabiya. Studio 

mischer‘traxler was founded in 2009 by Katharina 

Mischer and Thomas Traxler. Based in Vienna, the 

studio creates furniture, installations and more. 

Balancing craft with technology they envision whole 

systems, processes, and new production methods that 

deal with contemporary themes and the relevance 

of nature. This piece uses the traditional art of 

Mashrabiya as the basis of its design.



Founded by the architects Pascale 

Wakim and Nicolas Bellavance-

Lecompte in 2010, Carwan began 

as the first pop-up gallery in 

the Middle East. Established in 

Beirut, the gallery exhibits and 

edits limited-edition pieces in 

art and design events throughout 

the world, with a mission to 

internationalise design of the 

Middle East. Carwan Gallery also 

offers consultancy services to 

collectors, architects, and interior 

designers as well as an on-site 

tailored service to transform a 

fragment or an entire space. With 

its wide knowledge of the finest 

crafts of the Middle East, Carwan 

promotes the conception and 

realisation of specific installations, 

focusing on handcraft and 

traditional techniques. 

Delighted to participate at Design 

Days Dubai (DDD), Bellavance-

Lecompte explains that the fair is 

the perfect platform for Carwan, 

‘since our focus is very much 

about developing awareness of 

design culture in the Middle East. 

We admire the hard work of Cyril 

Zammit, DDD Director, who has 

created, in just a year, a landmark 

rendez-vous on the calendar of 

the most prominent global design 

events. We believe the fair has 

great potential to gather local 

and international interest and 

establish a real design culture in 

the region.’

Wakim and Bellavance-Lecompte 

share their thoughts on some 

of the designers they will be 

representing at DDD: 

‘India Mahdavi is an extremely 

creative architect and designer 

who uses her mixed cultural 

background and her experience 

in the fashion industry to 

sharpen a unique vision in 

design and great skills in the 

manipulation of textures and 

colors. We are launching her first 

major collection of collectible 

design produced with the Iznik 

foundation, the landmark 

reference of ceramics in Turkey.

‘Taher Asad-Bakhtiari, a new up 

and coming designer from Iran, 

has prepared his first collection of 

kilims which we will be unveiling 

to the world for the very first time 

at Design Days Dubai.

‘Karen Chekerdjian has incredible 

sensibility that we appreciate 

very much. Her design is timeless 

and brings a geometric poetry 

that very few oriental designers 

have. Her new series of "ikebana" 

shaped mirrors will undoubtedly 

be a great success.

 

‘We believe 2013 will be a great 

year for Philippe Malouin with 

many new projects and exciting 

collaborations. He was awarded 

Designer of the Future in 2012 

by Design Miami and represents 

an excellent investment for 

collectors.

‘It is most beneficial for Carwan 

Gallery to be at DDD to ensure 

that our work on "collectible 

design", still unknown to a great 

majority of people in the Middle 

East, is exposed to the public 

through exhibitions. In this way 

we can enable the wide potential 

of this region to emerge and 

inspire more visitors to become 

collectors.’

Nicolas Bellavance-Lecompte  and 

Pascale Wakim at Design Days 

Dubai, March 2013

Carwan will be showcasing the works of 

India Mahdavi (France), 

Marc Baroud (Lebanon), Karen 

Chekerdjian (Lebanon), Khalid Shafar 

(UAE), Taher Asad-Bakhtiari (Iran), 

Philippe Malouin (Canada). 

Can you please tell us how Design 

Days Dubai came about?

The Dubai art-scene had matured 

and gained worldwide recognition 

and incredible new projects in 

real estate were bringing exquisite 

and limited edition design to the 

region, so the launch of a high-end 

collectible design fair seemed like 

a natural progression in 2012.

What did you learn from last year’s 

fair?

Our visitors required more 

information about the design 

market. Pieces shown at Design 

Days Dubai are much more 

than usual functional furniture 

so we launched a series of talks 

throughout the past 12 months to 

explain what we mean by design. 

So will there be changes to the 

format of the fair this year?

Visitors will find a wider choice 

and diversity in the origin of the 

design creations on show. We are 

the only design fair with exhibitors 

from the six continents and we’ll 

have seven more galleries than 

last year, 29 in total, with nine from 

the Middle East. Additionally, we 

will have specially-commissioned 

installations made for Dubai, and 

we are launching a new element 

of the fair; Design Days Dubai Lab 

– which will focus on sustainable 

design through two live design 

performances based on recycled 

materials. We are offering more 

workshops and talks than last 

year, and we are extending our 

educational facilities. Finally, 

design professionals will be on 

hand to act as personal advisors 

and to accompany visitors on 

private tours of the fair.

How many designers will be 

exhibiting and can you highlight 

a few?

29 design galleries will represent 

over 135 designers. We salute 

the return of Khalid Shafar, with 

new creations presented by 

Carwan Gallery and three of his 

compatriots Salem Al Mansoori, 

Aljoud Lootah and Zeinab Al 

Hashemi. Other regional names 

to look out for include: Marc 

Baroud (Beirut) at Carwan and 

Art Factum, Marc Dibeh, Mary 

Lynn Massoud & Rasha Nawam 

(Art Factum, Beirut), Mustafa Ali 

(Majlis Gallery, Dubai), Bokja (CAP 

Kuwait), and Mattar bin Iahej (FN 

Designs). Our sponsor Van Cleef 

& Arpels has also teamed up with 

Tashkeel for a special competition 

opened to regional talent. 

What do you hope to achieve with 

this year’s Design Days Dubai?

To shift public opinion of design. 

The selection of designers’ works 

at the fair will be less decorative, 

more artistic, but still functional. 

When you see design from this 

perspective, you are more inclined 

to start collecting rare or limited-

edition pieces.

Cyril Zammit 

Director of Design 

Days Dubai, tells us 

how the fair came to be 

established and what we 

can look forward to

Design Days Dubai

Second Edition

18th -21st March 2013 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Boulevard

Downtown Dubai

INTRODUCTION

املقدمة

Nicolas 

Bellavance- Lecompte
One of the founders of 

Carwan tells us a little 

about Design Days Dubai 

Three special installations, Three live performances, Two daily public workshops, talks  and seminars 
Ladies’ Preview 18th March 1-4pm, Guided tours for groups and schools

05



Nada Debs
Gran Papa: Collection East & East Accessories. Debs is 

a Lebanese furniture designer who uses delicate inlay 

techniques and fuses her regional influence with Far-

Eastern ideals. Her boutique is in Beirut. 

Philippe Malouin
High Bowl: Collection Extrusion. Commissioned by the 

Carwan Gallery, Malouin, a Canadian designer, has 

used intarsia making – a wooden inlay technique as 

the inspiration for this series.

Designer highlights

املصممني
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Taher Asad Bakhtiari
 BAZ Kilim: Collection BAZ Series. 

Iranian designer Bahkhtiari lives 

and works between Tehran, Dubai 

and New York. With his limited 

edition kilims, inspired by tribal 

influences from both sides of his 

family, he uses traditional Iranian 

craft techniques imbued with 

contemporary functionality.

09Designer highlights

املصممني



Karen Chekerdjian
Living Space III: Collection Living Space. Chekerdjian 

is a Lebanese designer with a studio and consultancy 

in Beirut.  Her work is sculptural and functional – 

combining traditional techniques with contemporary 

design.

Samare
 Fléchée Rug: Collection Fléchée. Samare is a studio 

comprising four architects and designers in Montreal. 

Their work was displayed in Milan as part of a group 

show by Lebanon’s Carwan Gallery.

11Designer highlights

املصممني



Marc Baroud 
 Tessera Series. Tessera in Latin is the individual 

tile, usually formed in the shape of a cube, used in 

the creation of mosaics. It is also number 4 in Greek. 

Lebanese architect and product designer Marc Baroud 

has created a handcrafted line of products made of 

leather-bound walnut units of 4x4x4cm, copper and 

walnut.

13Designer highlights

املصممني



Karim Chaya
Sling Shots (produced under spockdesign.com)

Chaya co-founded Abillama Chaya Industrial 

Design 'ACID' in 1997 and specialises in the design, 

manufacture and installation of architectural 

detailing. With an elegant and distinctive sense of 

humour, Chaya portrays sensibility and simple but 

strong aesthetics in his designs.

India Mahdavi 

Landscapes Vases by Iznik Foundation. A nomadic 

childhood has influenced the diverse and eclectic 

style of Paris-based architect and designer, Mahdavi. 

Each limited edition vase is handcrafted using 

Iznik ceramics which were the starting point of 

the Landscape Series. The vibrant colours create 

an interesting visible impact and make Mahdavi’s 

creations immediately recognisable.

15Designer highlights

املصممني
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For many centuries, long before 

the discovery of oil, the pearl 

industry was considered a source 

of wealth for the United Arab 

Emirates and its neighbouring 

Gulf countries. Every summer, 

fishermen would head to the 

sea for months on end to access 

offshore oyster beds. Pearl diving 

required a huge communal effort 

as well as divers, who were able 

to dive to huge depths without the 

help of any equipment. A trading 

activity that dates back to around 

7000 years, pearling has been 

woven into the region’s culture 

and has left behind a rich heritage 

of traditions.

Revisiting this long lasting custom 

is Emirati Khalid Shafar, who has 

joined hands with the Lebanese-

based Carwan Gallery to showcase 

the ILLUSION pearl project during 

Design Days Dubai.

The inspiration for Shafar’s 

ILLUSION line is derived from his 

love for the cosmopolitan nature of 

his hometown of Dubai, he admits. 

It is an optical effect created by 

the engineered tension formed 

by a rope weaving over timber 

frames. 

Well-known for his ability to design 

products that tell meaningful 

stories, Shafar has created a pearl 

seat using ninety metres of chain 

made up of 8000 harvested pearls 

woven around the timber frame of 

the seat. 

Nicolas Bellavance–Lecompte, 

architect and co-founder of 

Carwan Gallery, shares his 

excitement to be collaborating 

with Shafar for the second 

edition of Design Days Dubai. 

‘We appreciate his research and 

fresh look on local crafts and how 

he brings the idea of essentiality 

in Middle Eastern design,’ says 

Bellavance-Lecompte.

During the four-day event and as 

part of Shafar’s exhibit, a pearling 

expert will demonstrate the 

process of extracting pearls as 

well as showcase the various types 

of pearls found in oysters.

‘When Khalid unveiled to us the 

concept of the ILLUSION, we 

thought this was an excellent 

opportunity to communicate with 

the public at large in a special 

way. The ILLUSION pearl seat 

will be unveiled during Design 

Days Dubai and celebrates a 

long tradition in a contemporary 

manner,’ concludes the co-

founder. 

.  

Khalid Shafar Illusion Pearl Perforamance 

Performance

Designer highlights

املصممني

Designer highlights

املصممني
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La Galerie Nationale in Dubai is 

celebrating its first anniversary 

this year and continues to move 

from strength to strength. 

Explaining how the gallery 

has evolved over the last year, 

Guillaume Cuiry, gallery director 

says, ‘It has been a discovery for 

visitors and us. Design lovers 

appreciate our “know-how” and 

the credibility of our expertise. 

Now each opening is successful 

with more guests coming to 

discover new arrivals and 

appreciate new pieces.’

Based in Al Quoz’s Serkal 

Avenue, the gallery’s main focus 

is to represent designers from 

the 20th century. According 

to Cuiry, this was the most 

prolific period in design. A new 

generation of designers emerged 

eager to create works in a 

world undergoing change and 

development. The result he says 

is ‘design so contemporary, so 

unparalleled, it has soul.’

He adds, ‘Our pride is to promote 

genuine 20th century items 

from classic designers and to 

get a positive feedback from the 

market.’

The director states that the second 

edition of Design Days Dubai is 

a ‘big challenge’ for La Galerie 

Nationale as it has the biggest 

booth at the fair.

‘We consider ourselves to be 

the gallery leader of design in 

the Middle East and we also 

want to lead during Design Days 

Dubai. We will be promoting 20th 

century classic designers and 

contemporary designers from 

Europe and the Middle East. I 

really believe that Dubai can 

potentially become a point of 

reference for authentic vintage 

furniture in the Gulf region,’ 

Cuiry says. 

La Galerie 

Nationale

Designer highlights

املصممني



The word transformable is not one you’d typically 

associate with luxury jewellery, but then Van 

Cleef & Arpels isn’t your typical jewellery 

house. Founded in 1906 when Estelle Arpels, 

the daughter of a precious stone merchant, 

married Alfred Van Cleef, the son of a lapidary 

and diamond broker, what started as a small 

family business went on to dress the fingers and 

décolleté of socialites, celebrities and royalty 

around the world. The world’s most glamorous 

women are enchanted not only by the quality of 

the legendary house’s pieces, but also the poetry 

of collections that belie their technical complexity.

From the outset, Van Cleef & Arpels set as its 

guiding principle to appeal to a woman’s changing 

whims. It toyed with the notion of convertible 

jewellery, designing a one-off pair of bracelets 

that could be conjoined to form a choker for 

socialite and fashion plate Daisy Fellowes. The 

Secret Timepiece followed in 1930. Full of mystery 

and elegance, Secret is a jewelllery collection of 

watches which plays with the idea of concealing 

time from view. An ode to feminine duality, this 

watch features a diamond case that conceals 

the dial. It is a bracelet and a watch at the same 

time. In the 1950s, the house officially introduced 

the concept of transformation to its permanent 

collections, with a multifunctional piece that 

can metamorphose into a new piece altogether. 

Estelle and Alfred’s daughter, Renée Puissant, 

had applied the design concept of the zipper to 

create a necklace that zipped flawlessly into a 

bracelet: the appropriately named Zip™ necklace.

The gold and diamond Zip™ necklace became 

a sensation, heralded for its artistic and technical 

triumph. More importantly, it established an 

unlikely link between Van Cleef & Arpels and 

the great couturiers of the world. Just as haute 

couture fashion houses could mould fabric 

with beauty and movement in mind, Renée had 

proved a jewellery house could do the same. 

But fabric is arguably much easier to manipulate 

than gemstones and metal; only with extreme 

precision and the finest quality material would 

the Zip™ necklace be flexible enough to function 

properly and sturdy enough to hold its precious 

jewels in place. What Renée designed was 

nothing short of technical magic.

Like every great design, the Zip™ necklace 

has seen reincarnations. In Van Cleef & Arpels’ 

2005 Couture collection, it was set with ribbons of 

rubies, emeralds or sapphires, and worn as a long 

necklace; in 2011, four new models introduced an 

element of Art Deco inspiration.

Not content with just one masterpiece, the 

house has illustrated its expertise with other 

transformable pieces. The gold Passe-Partout 

necklace, embellished with gemstone flowers, 

converts effortlessly from a bracelet and belt into 

multiple typologies because of its detacheable 

clip. The Souffle des Nuages necklace consists 

of a detacheable clip that can be worn seperately, 

while the Lotus and other Between-the-Finger 

Rings appear to bloom before its wearers eyes. 

All illustrate the house’s devotion to the concept 

of renewal.

And now those pieces, along with dozens 

more, will be on display at the Van Cleef & Arpels 

exhibition on the transformability of jewellery at 

Design Days Dubai. The event, which takes place 

in Downtown Dubai from March 18 to 21, will 

coincide with Art Week, the Middle East’s most 

celebrated art and design fair. This exhibition 

recognising the iconic house’s impact on the art 

of jewellery will mark the second year Van Cleef 

& Arpels’ has participated as a luxury partner and 

sponsor. Visit the event to capture this moment in 

time. Like its revolutionary collections, Van Cleef 

& Arpels is bound to continue its evolution.

The event, which 

takes place in 

Downtown Dubai 

from March 18 to 

21, will coincide 

with Art Week, the 

Middle East’s most 

celebrated design 

fair. This exhibition 

recognising the iconic 

house’s impact on the 

art of jewellery will 

mark the second year 

Van Cleef & Arpels’ 

has participated 

as a luxury partner 

and sponsor.

A Magical Metamorphosis
At Design Days Dubai, iconic French jewellery house Van Cleef & Arpels celebrates 

its technical and creative masterpieces with ‘Transformable Jewellery’

The gold and diamond  Zip™ necklace that can transform into a bracelet became a sensation, heralded for its artistic and 

technical triumph. More importantly, it established an unlikely link between Van Cleef & Arpels and the great couturiers of the 

world. 

VAN CLEEF & ARPELS



dXb Store

Designed by Anarchitect[s], the 

dXb Store is a non-profit pop-up 

initiative that showcases a quirky 

selection of practical products by 

UAE-based artists. Now in its third 

edition, the store offers limited 

edition product design, jewellery, 

portable furniture, stationery and 

clothes, all of which are produced 

by local creatives.

The pop-up store concept provides 

a platform for designers to 

showcase their products to a wider 

audience. For Art Dubai 2013, dXb 

aspires to shine light not only on 

the works of established names, 

but also to feature emerging 

talent. A total of 36 artists and 

designers will be showcasing their 

work for this year’s edition. 

The store will be present at 

various locations during Art Week, 

namely SIKKA at the Al Fahidi 

Historical Neighbourhood, Design 

Days Dubai at Downtown Dubai 

and Art Dubai at the Madinat 

Jumeirah.

Art Week 2013

اسبوع الفن 2013

SIKKA 

March  14-24, 2013

sikka.ae

SIKKA is an artist-led fair that features an entirely commissioned programme of new works by emerging 

Emirati and UAE-based artists. Taking place annually in the historic district of Dubai, each house and 

courtyard is brought alive with projects from emerging local talent. 

SHARJAH BIENNIAL

March 13 - May 13, 2013

sharjahbiennial.org

For Sharjah Biennial 11, Curator Yuko Hasegawa proposes a selection of artworks that reassess the 

Westerncentrism of knowledge in modern times. She calls for a gathering of architects, designers, creators, 

and artists, who will bring together different perspectives, and challenge viewers to seek new knowledge by 

sharing ideas. 

DESIGN DAYS DUBAI 

March 18-21, 2013

www.designdaysdubai.ae

Design Days Dubai is the Middle East and South Asia’s first and only exhibition dedicated to collectible 

and limited edition furniture and design objects. The fair exhibits 29 of the world’s leading design galleries 

and designers with an extensive public programme of talks, seminars and education workshops. Held in 

Downtown Dubai at a spectacular purpose-built location at the foot of the Burj Khalifa, visitors are given an 

unprecedented experience in gaining a glimpse of the contemporary trends of the global design industry.

ART DUBAI 

March 20-23, 2013

Madinat Jumeirah

artdubai.ae

The seventh edition of Art Dubai takes place March 20-23, 2013, at Madinat Jumeirah. Besides the gallery halls, 

the fair boasts a strong not-for-profit programme of curatorial and educational projects, including artists’ 

and curators’ residencies; site-specific works and commissioned performances; workshops; a new sculpture 

garden situated on the beach of Mina A’Salam; the unveiling of works by the winners of the annual Abraaj 

Group Art Prize; and the 7th iteration of the critically acclaimed Global Art Forum.
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