
Desert Oasis
Wadi Adventure, the region’s first man-made white-water rafting, kayaking and surf facility 

is making waves amongst water sports enthusiasts both in and out of the region
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An innovative and thrilling water park, now 
open in the foothills of the majestic Jebel 
Hafeet, Al Ain, is making the emirate’s oasis 
city the coolest place to be this summer. Yet 
another example of Abu Dhabi’s tourism vision 
going from strength to strength, the region’s 
first man-made whitewater rafting, kayaking 
and surf facility, Wadi Adventure, is a water 
park with a difference. Its 3.3metre man-
made surf wave is the world’s largest and its 
1.1 kilometre kayaking channel network is 
the world’s longest. The trio of white water, 
rafting and kayaking runs have been built to 
Olympic training standards and are part of 
the park’s pitch to attract national teams and 
watersports enthusiasts to the emirate.

A world-class standard training site, Wadi 
Adventure is starting slalom training camps in 
November and is establishing a partnership 
with Michal Martikan, Slovakia’s four-time 
Olympic medal-winning slalom canoeist 
and the Slovakian National Team, putting Al 
Ain in direct competition with Sydney as the 
premiere winter training destination for teams.

But Wadi Adventure is not only for the 
experts. To aid Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture 
Authority’s (TCA Abu Dhabi) development 
strategy of making Al Ain a prime tourist 

destination, with Jebel Hafeet, already 
known for its extensive natural cave system 
and hot water springs, having long been 
an attraction for the whole region, Wadi 
Adventure is now another reason to visit this 
stunning part of the United Arab Emirates.

With a mission to bring together people 
of all ages, backgrounds and experience, 
for adventure and entertainment, Wadi 
Adventure is providing a groundbreaking 
facility. Bringing garguantan volumes of water 
to one of the driest regions in the world might 
not seem the simplest of tasks, but ensuring 
that the facility was environmentally efficient, 
a sustainable development and was not 
imposing too large a carbon footprint were 
also crucial factors in the design stages.

Mike Assad, Wadi Adventure’s Marketing and 
Sales Group Manager shares the vision of this 
exciting new tourist concept. He explains that 
Wadi Adventure was conceived to provide a 
state of the art facility in Al Ain and help tourism 
develop in the UAE’s birthplace. The project 
was developed by Tamouh Investments - part 
of the Royal Group - and took three years to 
come to fruition. ‘We had a soft opening in 
January 2012 and a grand opening in April of 
this year,’ says Assad. ‘We call ourselves an 

adventure park rather than a waterpark as all 
our activities have an element of adventure 
about them with the emphasis on sport.’

Assad was born and raised in Abu 
Dhabi and has a postgraduate degree in 
Hospitality Management from Switzerland. 
His role at Wadi Adventure is to implement 
and maintain an effective marketing campaign 
to raise awareness of Wadi Adventure as 
a new one-of-a-kind adventure facility.

‘I am particularly excited about the fact 
that this is a unique facility,’ Assad explains. 
‘The visionaries behind the project saw the 
popularity of surfing, rafting and kayaking in 
a natural environment and were keen to bring 
them together in one place. This is the first park 
in the world, which showcases all three of these 
activities together. There is nowhere else like it.’

The main question though, is how can such a 
facility, based in the desert, be environmentally 
efficient? ‘Wadi Adventure is extremely green 
focussed,’ Assad confirms. ‘We are putting 
every effort into improving our overall green 
credentials, and I’m delighted to say that 
we already have several initiatives in place, 
which include recycling waste and water, 
treating sewerage to be used in irrigation, 
economising on power and energy used, 

and using hyper-efficient filtration systems.’
Marketing the facility is a multi-stage 

operation. ‘We are marketing our facility 
on social networks,’ Assad reveals, ‘and 
once summer is over we will be launching 
a marketing campaign to attract our core 
target markets. We have started to partner 
with hotels in the region offering inclusive 
packages for tourists as well as online 
discounts with day-deal providers. Once 
the major marketing strategy is underway 
you will find us everywhere - newspapers, 
magazine, websites, radio, outdoor advertising 
and malls. Wadi Adventure is very much 
part of Abu Dhabi’s tourist vision 2030.’

Challenges confronting Assad are to 
educate the public that Wadi Adventure is not a 
standard waterpark. ‘We are first and foremost 
an adventure park,’ he states, ‘and convincing 
people to make the one and a half hour drive 
from Abu Dhabi or Dubai to come and spend a 
day with us is also difficult. Most other facilities 
are on the customers’ doorsteps. But that is 
what makes us unique – we are not like other 
facilities. You will not find anything like this 
anywhere else in the Middle East, not only is 
it a fantastic day out, but it is an opportunity to 
have an adventure and develop a new skill.’

03 The 20m high zip wire
04 The shop sells everything you need

01 Enjoy refreshments at the  Surf Cafe
02 The 1.1km kayaking channel

Despite the fact that the park is brand new, 
it is nevertheless only in the first stage of a 
larger plan. ‘The second stage will see an 
expansion to provide activities for children 
under 1.2m in height and we are looking to 
develop accommodation units so that our 
guests can make a weekend stay of their 
visit to Wadi Adventure.’ Assad says. 

Green Credentials

SewerageTreatment Plant:  Wadi Adventure 
has its own onsite sewerage treatment plant 
that treats all sewerage and converts it into 
irrigation water used for all our landscaping

Neptune Benson Defender Filters: 
used in all the park’s water activities, 
these filtration systems make significant 
savings in power, energy and water

Recycling programme: bottles, paper, 
cardboard and glass are all recycled

All chemicals used at Wadi Adventure are 
biodegradable and contain no phosphates

Safety

All areas of Wadi Adventure have been risk 
assessed and each activity has been assessed 
by industry professionals. Inspections are 
carried out daily, weekly and monthly on all the 
activities to ensure that all aspects of the facility 
are compliant with regulatory safety standards.

Staff are trained and certified to the highest 
international standard with certification in 
safety, first aid, fire training, food hygiene, 
as well as the specific activity skills and 
inhouse training programmes. The park has 
a 1:4 ratio of trained first aiders on site.
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A Day at Wadi Adventure

Whitewater Rafting
Three whitewater channels provide 
different levels of thrills. Experienced 
guides tailor the rideaccording to ability. 
Each rafting session consists of 30 
minutes briefing, followed by one hour on 
the water with a professional guide.

Kayaking
Learn how to paddle, spin, turn and roll on 
the world’s longest man-made white water 
channels, geared towards different levels 
of competency. Experienced instructors 
explain the safety requirements, and then 
you can kayak for as long as you want.

 

Surfing
Perfect surfing conditions for the 
beginner to the expert - the height of the 
waves is regulated - learn at your own 
pace in conditions suited to your ability. 
Tickets allow 55 minutes of surf time.

Air Park
An adventure course 20m above the ground 
provides a different set of challenges. A 
climbing wall; rope courses - navigate 
different elements including stepping-
stones, rolling logs and Tarzan swings, 
secured at all times by a safety harness; 
a zip line stretching across an open area 
of 200m; a falling swing - connected 
by harness to a large log, you are
winched to the top and then released to 
fly through the air to the other side. Each 
level of the airpark takes 20 minutes to 
complete and the swing lasts five minutes.
 

Refreshments
Visitors can use eat and drink at a variety 
of cafes and restaurants in the park. 

Events
The Summit event centre is perfect 
for children’s birthday parties and for 
corporate and social events of all sizes. 

THE FACTS IN SUMMARY

• A water adventure park for visitors over 
1.2m high with decent swimming skills 

• Three world class whitewater rafting and 
kayaking runs with a combined length 
of 1133m 

• Wave patterns and sizes adjustable to 
the guests’ needs 

• A surf pool capable of making 3.3m high 
waves every 90 seconds 

• 11,000 litres of water is pumped per 
second 

• An 18 obstacle, 2 level aerial course 

• Zip 200m from a 14m height to the foot 
of the mountain over the lake and 
channels 

• Outdoor climbing wall that boasts four 
different routes 
 

• Space and infrastructure for world-
class white water and surfing events


