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Grassroots Music
Cadillac is in talks with DJ Dany Neville as part of its ongoing initiative to 

collaborate with artists at grass-roots level within the region

Music, for the DJ, radio presenter and 
producer Dany Neville, is something that 
runs in his veins. His childhood was filled 
with sounds, from 1990s hip-hop and rap 
to Arabic music from decades past.

He studied to be a recording engineer in Ohio 
and landed his first radio internship at the age 
of 18. The musical influences that led him there 
were, he says, numerous. ‘My father would 
listen to the likes of George Wassouf and Wadih 
Al Safi, while my mother preferred Fairuz and 
Warda. Meanwhile, my two teenage brothers 
were listening to Michael Jackson, Vanilla Ice 
and MC Hammer and I was into Metallica and 
Nirvana – non-stop.’ It was quite the education.
But nothing could have prepared him for 
the occupational hazards linked to live 
radio presenting and his first mistake 
nearly cost him his career when the radio 
station had to go off air for two hours.

Thankfully for Neville, he had already caught 
the eye of the programme director who, instead 
of firing him, promoted him on the spot. ‘He gave 
me my first DJ gig at Dubai Marina – Tropicana,’ 
he says. ‘I am indebted to my boss. I consider 
him like a big brother. He took a stand against 
all his management to give me a chance. He 
saw my potential and gave me my future.’

Now Neville is one of the UAE’s most 
established and successful DJs and he is in 
a position to pay back the favour to the next 

generation by giving them a platform for 
collaboration. Currently in talks with Cadillac 
with the possibility of working with them on 
their latest campaign to be involved with local 
artists at grassroots level, Neville is very 
excited at what this might lead to. ‘If this deal 
goes through,' he says, 'It would be a great 
experience to represent such a big brand.’ 

The fact that he remains modest about his 
own accomplishments, serves to highlight 
how focussed he is on his music and his 
aim to support others in the industry. 

‘When I was starting out, people just wouldn’t 
talk to me,’ Neville explains, ‘and that’s why 
I promised myself that when I got a break, I 
would help talented individuals from around 
the world who happened to call the UAE home. 
This created a huge snowball effect and I am 
proud to say that we are now moving in the 
right direction. I’m working with incredible 
talent from within the region, the likes of Robin, 
jp, Karl Wolf, The Narcicyst and Hamdan Al 
Abri and I’m receiving great support from the 
public who come to hear me play week after 
week at the clubs and listen to me on the 
radio. They’re the ones I owe my success to.’

Until he was approached by Cadillac, Neville 
says he wasn’t aware of how he was perceived 
in the music industry. ‘It’s been very gratifying 
to learn that I am respected and that Cadillac 
is considering me to represent its brand. It’s 

humbling and gives me hope. In the same way 
as I want to give others hope in the region.’

Over the past 12 months, Cadillac has been 
looking at ways to involve itself with grass-
roots projects. The brand’s initiative aims 
to help up-and-coming musical producers 
and designers increase their exposure and 
offer them the opportunity to succeed. ‘We 
work with artists who are active in promoting 
themselves and represent similar brand values 
to us,’ says Nadim Ghrayeb, the marketing 
manager for Cadillac. ‘We don’t believe in 
breaking the rules, just creating our own. 
We started talking to Dany a month ago.

 Through the grass-roots programmes, we 
want to highlight the strength of our products’ 
design, technology or performance. We 
want to elevate awareness of the Cadillac 
brand whilst showing how it complements 
the lifestyle of young artists and shares as 
well as carries them towards their dreams.’ 

‘It may be a cliché,’ Neville concludes 
passionately, ‘but music really is a universal 
language, not only in the Middle East, but 
across the entire world. It is as essential as 
air to me. Its role is to guide you and teach 
you right from wrong. I feel like music is the 
invisible parent. I am thankful that I have 
been perceived as the ambassador of hip 
hop to the Middle East, but really I think I 
am an ambassador for music point blank.'
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