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sleek design 
the P'9981 is a stylish piece of 
technology that reinforces the 
Porsche design philosophy of 
engineered luxury

Performance & 
Usability  
the highest grade security with 
fluid animations and instant 
responsiveness harmonised 
with innovative design

exclUsivity
a series of limited edition 
BlackBerry Pin numbers makes 
this phone stand out from the 
crowd

technically insPired
improved software and 
functions result in an all 
round better product

Brownbook, in collaboration with 
BlackBerry, profiled three influential 
artistic personalities with a passion 
for aesthetics, quality and creativity.  
All share a love of good design, 
and understand the importance of 
originality and style. Our profiles 
coincide with the launch of the new 
Porsche design phone, the P'9981 – 
the quintessential smartphone for the 
elite. Edgy, stylish and powerful, it has 
been designed to make a statement 
of social leadership encompassing all 
Porsche stands for  

in the fast 
lane

photographer   
Russ Kientsch

writer   
Danielle Simpson
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Asmaa Al Shabibi was influential 
in the success of Art Dubai and 
recently she launched a new 
venture – the Lawrie Shabibi 
Gallery in Al Quoz. Her aim is to 
promote contemporary art from 
the Middle East within the region 
and abroad 

form and 
function

Style and design fused with influences from 
the east and the west are top of Asmaa Al 
Shabibi's schedule. The Iraqi art enthusiast 
grew up in London but now makes her 
home in Dubai. Owner and founder of the 
Lawrie Shabibi Gallery in Al Quoz’s Al Serkal 
Avenue, Shabibi consistently reverts to her 
style of simplicity and straight lines in all 
that surrounds her, whether it is in the items 
she chooses to furnish her house or the 
technology she uses. 
 'My phone is my most important piece 
of technology,' she explains. 'It holds all of 
my information – my calendar, my music, 
my diary and my contacts and it is always 
synchronised with my laptop. I would say it 
is an extension of me and therefore has to be 
both compact and spacious. It has to be able 
to store as much information as possible. 
Design is more important than function – I 
will always be swayed by how it looks before 
thinking about how it works.'

 Greatly inspired by her mother who 
was an artist and art dealer as well as the 
Lebanese Iranian gallerist Rose Issa who has 
dedicated her career to promoting Middle 
Eastern art, Shabibi aims to give regional 
artists a similar platform within her own 
gallery space.
 She also attempts to combine traditional 
aspects of her heritage with a twist of the 
contemporary. 'When we were designing 
the gallery, it was very important to us that it 
had a Zen feel – that it was a very calm, clean 
space, with white walls and straight lines, that 
it gave maximum effect to the artworks we 
showcase here.'
  When I think about what I do today I 
connect the dots and realise how I have 
managed to use everything I’d learnt to do 
something I really cared about. It was partly 
to do with being in the right place at the right 
time but thankfully people seem to like what 
we are doing.'
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Khalid Shafar's designs take 
inspiration from his culture and 
therefore tell the tale of his time

The sweep and angle of the back of a chair or the shade 
caused by the curvature of a lampshade might not provoke 
more than a passing thought to most, but to Khalid Shafar 
they are the nuts and bolts of his career.
 Furniture designer and former marketing executive 
Shafar established his own brand characterised by rich 
details and the use of fine materials. 'My design ethos is a 
triangle built on three pillars: creativity, functionality and 
practicality,' he tells us. 'I am influenced by my lifestyle and 
Dubai, the city I grew up in.' His collections are instantly 
recognisable; The Palm – an entire range crafted from the 
flexible and unexpectedly durable fronds of palm trees – is 
both playful and traditional. 'My surroundings play a strong 
role in my design process.'
 Born and brought up in Dubai, Shafar divides his 
time between the UAE and New Zealand, where he takes 
inspiration from the dramatic landscape. Architecture 
too is imporant, he continues. 'I have admiration for 
the Burj Khalifa. It’s a unique design in such a beautiful 
combination. And I love the Porsche. It is the best car to fit 
my personality. I feel myself behind the wheel.'  
 Holding the new Porsche designed BlackBerry phone, 
Shafar says technology is an essential part in his daily life. 
'My design process stems from creativity, practicality 
and functionality, and I look at these same aspects when 
admiring a piece from another designer or objects that I 
use in my daily life. Luxury is part of a lifestyle and means 
power; with that comes confidence. In my home I tend 
towards minimalism – clean, industrial lines mixed with 
design elements and plain pieces.’

Simplicity, elegance and originality spill over into 
Shafar’s personal life as well. ‘In fashion, whilst I like to 
follow trends, I also like to wear clothes which represent 
me. I choose impeccable, chic, elegant, branded clothes 
with a bit of a twist and unique elements. I like to combine 
different designers, the crucial criteria being that their 
clothes are perfect.'

Unsurprisingly Shafar explains that he always loved 
art. '-People are born with a connection to something – 
with most boys it might be cars or sport, but for me from 
the age of about nine or ten it was colours, pencils and 
crayons. I was always a calm boy who liked to draw. I’d win 
certificates for art at school; painting or drawing was when 
I was happiest.' 

Although it was a few years before he turned this into 
his career, Shafar still collected art, researched his culture 
and history, devoured books and magazines on design 
and took inspiration from the story of Tom Ford who was 
a marketing 'genius'. Above all Shafar places the intangible 
class of the 'old school' as a vital design element.

in the Palm of 
your hand
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Flamboyant, effervescent and 
fizzing with a joie de vivre, Mimi 
Raad does not practise what 
she preaches. By day an image 
consultant and by night a fashion 
blogger, she speaks her mind on 
fashion, style and design

with an
eye on 
image

Mimi Raad’s love of fashion and styling developed from a 
young age. Growing up in Lebanon, she would accompany 
her mother to the tailors’ atelier; 'I’d sit with my doll and 
they’d give me fabric to drape over her. I’d listen to what 
they said and I’d assimilate it. Then I would sketch designs 
for my dolls and my friends. From a writing background 
I moved into television and succeeded in merging 
everything from my social and cultural backgrounds into 
a job I love. I reached true Nirvana when I started blogging 
about fashion.’

Looking good for television (she is an image consultant 
for Al Arabiya TV) means adhering to strict rules. ‘Less is 
more,’ she explains, ‘no accessories, no distractions; the 
look is simple, sleek and elegant with a nod to fashion. The 
presenter is a vehicle – they should not detract from what 
they are talking about. What I advise the presenters to wear 
is, if you like, the opposite of how I, myself, dress. I always 
have to remind the anchors that I'm not the one going on 
air and accessing their audience’s homes. They have to 
look a certain way, according to rules and regulations for 
news television hosts and I have the freedom to look my 
way according to the latest fashion trends.'

When it comes to design, Raad also champions a 
certain aesthetic. ‘It has to look good or I don’t buy it. But 
when it comes to technology it also has to be simple and 
practical.  I like to be connected with people – especially 
in my professional life it is vital – but my phone’s main 
function is to take pictures.' Raad chooses phones 
therefore with both beauty and brains, both of which are 
an essential part of her daily life. 'I make wish lists of things 
I see in magazines or on television, I make notes, and I take 

photographs of everything I see as points of reference 
and for research. I chose my phone for its simplicity and 
its elegance and its practicality. It has to also reflect me a 
little bit: minimalistic with interesting features; functional 
but with the ability to inspire.'

What about people who epitomise all these elements? 
'Well to pinpoint those with elegant, understated and 
effortless style I’d say George Clooney and Catherine 
Deneuve, and then my mother. Even during troubled 
in times Lebanon she was always elegant; always 
impeccably cool.' 

Whilst Raad's personal style is edgy and experimental, 
her professional advice is all about restraint, and her 
home neatly combines elements of both. Minimalistic with 

cool neutral tones and uncluttered lines, her furniture is a 
direct contrast to the vividly colourful artworks filling the 
walls and of course her hugely eclectic wardrobe.

 'I paint, and creativity manifests itself in every other 
aspect of my life.  Anything and everything inspires me 
– music, fashion. I love Karl Lagerfeld for his culture, the 
late Alexander McQueen for his extravaganza, Diane Von 
Furstenberg for her womanly designs, Isabel Marant for 
her practical rock attitude and Yves Saint Laurent for his 
perfect lines. Cities where I feel invigorated and alive are 
Paris and New York, and recently I was in Goa where I was 
overwhelmed by the bright colourful buildings with their 
Portuguese influence and the luscious greenery. It was 
completely inspiring, and gave me so much energy.’
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