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QMA not only attempts to develop the Qatar of the future, 
but it works towards restoring the Qatar of the past. Herit-
age, culture and restoration are important elements of 
QMA’s work. With its rich cultural heritage, Qatar places 
much importance on conservation and preservation. Since 
the 1950s, Qatar has conducted archaeological research, 
with excavational finds dating back to the Al Ubaidi Period 
(4500-3800BC) when settlement began on the peninsula. 
Fortresses and old castles are the main evidence of 
traditional architecture and restoration dates back forty 
years when one of the old palaces was first restored to be 
developed as Qatar National Museum. 

In this special heritage issue we take a look at a few of 
the restoration projects so far carried out by QMA. Qatar 
Heritage aims to maintain the architectural and decorative 
elements of some of Qatar’s more important historical 
buildings, with the intention of developing them as cultural 
centres and museums, allowing tourists and students to 
learn about life in Qatar before the discovery of oil. We also 
talk to Adel Abdullatif Al Moslamani, and find out the crite-
ria for the selection of heritage sites to be restored.

Art continues to impress in Qatar during May and June and 
we highlight the best of what QMA is offering in terms of 
world-class exhibitions. Catch the last few weeks of Cai 
Guo Qiang’s Saraab at Mathaf. Takashi Murakami’s Ego 
continues to delight at ALRIWAQ Exhibition Space. Louise 
Bourgeois’ extraordinary sculptures at QMA Gallery, 
Katara, reveal facets of the artist’s psyche, and the newest 
exhibition Gifts of the Sultan at Museum of Islamic Art 
showcase a dazzling array of art and artefacts traditionally 
offered as gifts at the Islamic Courts.

QMA was established in 
2005 to develop, promote 
and sustain museums, 
art and heritage within 
the region as well as 
globally. With a broad 
range of programmes 
and projects in place 
it is successfully 
developing important 
collections that are on 
display in world class 
architecturally designed 
establishments. It is 
also at the forefront of 
research and innovation 
and it is providing vital 
educational initiatives for 
the leaders of tomorrow
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A restoration project in progress
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Takashi Murakami - Ego

LATEST 
NEWS

Hirst at the 
Tate Modern
QMA spreads its wings and 
sponsors Damien Hirst in London. 
Whilst closer to home in Qatar, four 
important exhibitions continue for 
their last few weeks

Over in London, QMA is currently sponsoring 
Damien Hirst at the Tate Modern.  One of the most 
influential artists of his generation, Hirst exploded 
into the British art scene in the 1990s. His exploration 
of imagery is notable for its strong associations to 
life and death and to belief and value systems. The 
exhibition brings together over 70 of his seminal 
works spanning two decades until 9th September.

Meanwhile, back on homeshores, catch the last few 
weeks of  Cai Guo-Qiang: Saraab at Mathaf, Arab 
Museum of Modern Art, showcasing Cai’s diverse 
body of work, ranging from his signature gunpowder 
drawings to large-scale site-specific installations 
and the explosion event; Black Ceremony. The 
exhibition concludes on 26th May.

Over at the QMA Gallery in Katara Cultural Village, 
Louise Bourgeois has a retrospective exhibition – 
Conscious and Unconscious, showcasing 30 of her 
works. For Bourgeois, the act of making sculpture 
was nothing more than finding sculptural equivalents 
for psychological states – of giving conscious form 

to her unconscious impulses, wishes, and fears. The 
works in the exhibition are selected to highlight this 
dynamic and will be on show until 1st June.

Celebrated Japanese artist, Takashi Murakami’s 
exhibition EGO continues at ALRIWAQ exhibition 
space, located next to the Museum of Islamic Art 
until 24th June. A floor-to-ceiling life-like inflatable 
model of the artist greets the visitor, and leads them 
into a magical journey through some of the most 
exciting Japanese pop culture of this century.

Gifts of the Sultan, the Art of Giving at the Islamic 
Courts, explores the universal tradition of gift 
giving. Spanning from the eighth century through 
to the present day, more than 200 works of some 
of the most spectacular and historically valuable 
examples of Islamic art representing a rich variety 
of media from collections in Europe, America and 
the Middle East, have been brought together to 
demonstrate the complex nature of gift exchange 
in the Islamic world. On show until 2nd June at the 
Temporary Exhibition Hall, Museum of Islamic Art. 

In time for the Olympic Games, QMA Gallery 
in Katara will be holding Olympics Through the 
Media from 3rd July to 9th September, whilst in 
London, Sotheby’s will be holding an exhibition of 
photography by Brigitte Lacombe titled Arab Women 
in Sport on 24th July. Meanwhile, Museum of Islamic 
Arts sees the opening of a new exhibition - Early 
Islamic Glass - also on 24th July. 
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Q&A

A Passion 
For The Past
Adel Abdullatif M. Al Moslamani, 
Head of Restoration at QMA, 
explains how Qatar’s heritage must 
be cared for by the next generation

With a degree in history and a background in pro-
ject management, conservation and restoration 
of historical buildings, it was a natural career pro-
gression for Qatari, Adel Abdullatif Al Moslamani, 
to start work with QMA in 2001 in the excavations 
department, and then to progress to the restoration 
section in 2003, becoming head of the department 
a year later.

The Archaeology and Heritage Department (AHD), 
one of QMA’s most important sections, contributes 
to the authority’s overall goal of promoting and sus-
taining museums, art and heritage to the highest 
global standards. It also adopts a grass roots ap-
proach to placing Qatar on the world heritage map. 
‘We work closely with all other departments within  
QMA,’ Moslamani explains. ‘Our intention is to en-
gage with the community and to educate it as much 
as possible. We aim to be at the forefront of research 
and innovation and our projects involve the explora-
tion and protection of archaeological and heritage 
sites. Our work essentially contributes to the devel-
opment of  the world class collections, showcased in 
all of our museums.’ 

Moslamani’s oversees all restoration projects 
within Qatar. ‘We call upon the expertise of a whole 
community of specialists. We have a full team of 
scientists within QMA but we also collaborate with 
international experts, universities and institutes. 
Education is a very important part of our work,’ he 
continues, ‘not only are we maintaining Qatar’s herit-
age, but we’re also teaching Qataris about their his-
tory and culture.’ 

‘We hope, eventually, to put all the old and historical 
areas of Qatar on the international heritage map. Our 
aim is to ensure that Qatar becomes a world leader 
in the field of heritage and archaeology. We have a 
multinational team of specialists working with us in-
cluding talented technicians and a wide range of ex-
perts in restoration and handicrafts. Because there 
are very few Qataris with the necessary skills, we 
have set up an initiative to train Qatari students, who 
have studied abroad, so that they can work in our de-
partment.’ With workshops and courses in place, it 
is clear that QMA is looking not only at establishing 
Qatar as a centre of world heritage, but also at ad-
dressing the issue of how to involve young Qataris 
in the responsibility of maintaining their culture and 
protecting their history.

Moslamani’s hope is for the restoration department 
to become an educational institute so that the up-
coming generation of young Qataris can share his 
passion for the heritage of his country. 
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Al Zubarah Fort
One of Qatar’s most important 
heritage sites is undergoing further 
restoration as QMA works towards 
getting Qatar elected to the World 
Heritage Committee

During the 18th century, the fortress city of Al 
Zubarah, at the very tip of the peninsula, on the north 
western coast of Qatar, about one hour’s drive north 
of Doha, was a thriving and prosperous settlement, 
the focus of the region’s trade. In 1878, however, it 
was destroyed in a siege. In 1938, during the reign of 
H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Jassim Al Thani, Al Zubarah 
Fort was rebuilt, on the ruins of the old fort, as a base 
for the Qatari military and police to protect Qatar’s 
northwest coast until 1980. 

A programme of ongoing excavations at Zubarah is 
part of a project between QMA and the University of 
Copenhagen to uncover the early history of Qatar. 
Excavations by the Department of Antiquities in 
Qatar in the 1980s and between 2002 to 2004, 
uncovered two housing complexes, a section of the 
perimeter fortifications, a souq area and an industrial 
complex beside the shore as well as revealing clear 
evidence of town planning, three large courtyard 
houses and a large construction dubbed ‘the palace 
compound’ by the archaeologists. 

The fort was restored in 1987 and a number of the 
auxiliary buildings which had been erected to house 
the Qatari forces were removed. After opening, the 

fort quickly became a major heritage attraction, 
and, for a while, a museum. However due to the 
unsuitable conditions in the fort for displaying and 
storing archaeological finds, the objects were 
relocated to Doha in 2010. In June 2011, UNESCO 
delegates attended an event to introduce Qatar’s 
candidature to the World Heritage Committee.  The 
event highlighted Qatar’s most prominent heritage 

sites and cultural institutions including: Zubarah 
Fort, Barzan Tower, Souq Waqif, Katara, Museum 
of Islamic Art, Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art 
as well as the future National Museum of Qatar and 
emphasised Qatar’s ambition to be elected to the 
World Heritage Committee.  

Qatar Museums Authority recommenced work on 
Zubarah in 2011, as part of an on-going project of 
monitoring and restoration to ensure the upkeep of 
the fort. This will continue into 2013. 

A programme of 
excavations at 

Zubarah is part of a 
project to uncover 

the early history 
of Qatar
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